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honoured guests; if her army was 'an important
factor in the peace of the world, and her diplomatists
respected in consequence; if her commerce was
world-wide ; if her literature was achieving a success
of esteem for style and thought, it is inconceivable
that these influences would not tell upon the char-
acter and conduct of mankind. It is not assumed
that this effect would necessarily be all evil. The
Chinaman might, for instance, be an example of
patient toil; and this, with certain reasonable limita-
tions, is to be admired. What, however, seems
probable is, that as the Chinese race forced itself into
a position of equality with its neighbours, the spec-
tacle of lives consumed in labour, lives rewarded by
nothing but the supply of animal wants, would cease
to be considered repulsive and humiliating. Euro-
pean Socialism aims at distributing labour and
wealth, so that every man may have leisure and the
opportunity of becoming better than he is. The
practical Socialism of the East has never aimed at
more than the satisfaction of material needs. The
question is, whether, when the two forces are
measured one against the other, that which has the
lowest aims is not bound to starve the other out of
the field.

No one in California or Australia, where the
effects of Chinese competition have been studied, has,
I believe, the smallest doubt that Chinese labourers,
if allowed to come in freely, could starve all the
white men in either country out of it, or force
them to submit to harder work and a much lower
standard of wages. In Victoria, a single trade, that
of furniture-making, was taken possession of, and
ruined for white men within the space of something